As a jingle collector for almost thirty years and an aficionado for even longer, I’ve noted over the years the myriad of jingles produced for radio stations about the communities in which they’re located. 
 This collection highlights some of the better examples…. The long and the short… from the 50’s to the present… from the serious to sublime… and from the various production houses that existed over the years.  One of the more ambitious  early projects was PAMS Series 16 “Sound Of The City.”  This 1960 package sought to link the station to the community it served.  It also featured a record-length song about the city which some stations added to their song rotations and distributed as 45 rpm records.  KNUZ in Houston sold over 4,000 copies in a week!   The genre flourished during the mid 60’s with some memorable songs from the likes of Sande & Greene, Chuck Blore, and Hugh Heller.  While 70’s radio was generally characterized by short jingles or none at all, projects like TM’s Sound Of Chicago and Listen To Your City and JAM’s I’d Rather Be… series kept radio listeners singing about their towns.  The songs have kept on coming and you’ll hear works from the 80’s and 90’s as well.  
The final cut is a custom cut done by JAM in 1979 for WYNY New York.  By length and production value alone, it would have already been a contender as the grand finale.  The events of September 2001, however, make it a particularly appropriate ending for such a compilation.
Thanks go to Mike Neff, Mark Biviano, Bill Schenold, Kevin Slater, and others who have contributed material over the years that went into this collection, as well as Tom Corbett and Jonathan Wolfert who assisted in identifying some of the cuts.  The audio quality varies.  Some cuts are first generation dubs from the masters or digital clones from CD.  Others show the effects of multi-generation dubbing, magnetic tape deterioration, or simply the archaic recording technology of their time.  We hope you’ll forgive a little harmonic distortion here and there.
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